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a personal and a popular sympathy.     ((I hear," writes  one  of   Harley's  daughters  to   her aunt, fj/'jj,                          Abigail  Harley,  describing  his reception  by the
* $!                           House   of   Commons   after   his   recovery,   "the
1|f                            Speaker made a very fine speech.    My father was
received in a very extraordinary manner; there was not one in the House but what took occasion to make their compliments to him, and crowded about him. The House was very full." Favoured by the sympathy of the nation and his sovereign, f|                            Harley was on the 23rd of May raised to the
||                            peerage as Earl of  Oxford  and  Earl Mortimer,
$<                           and on the 29th was advanced to the high dignity
of Lord Treasurer. Thus again, whilst giving due credit to Harley for his many considerable qualities, we yet see him singularly assisted by comparatively trivial circumstances. He returned to his task renewed in political strength by an event in itself of no importance.
It was now essential for his policy that decided progress should at once be made towards the conclusion of a peace with France.    " We must have peace, be it a bad or a good one," wrote Swift in i                            the previous March ; the necessity for it on financial
and popular grounds was now still more urgent In the beginning of 1711 informal pourparlers had commenced between Louis and the Ministry through the agency of the Abb6 Gaultier, who, after being chaplain to Marshal Tallard during his
